
MINUTES OF THE LAFAYETTE COMMON COUNCIL 
MARCH 5, 1998 

SPECIAL SESSION 
 
The Common Council of the City of Lafayette, Indiana met in Special Session on Thursday, March  
5, 1998, at 7:00 p.m. in the City Hall Council Chambers, 20 North 6th Street, Lafayette, Indiana. 
 
President Alting called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was given to the flag of our Country. 
 
The following members were: 
 Present: Meyer, Probasco, Campbell, Downie, Rhoda, Fisher, Smith, Alting  
 Absent: Boehning 
 
The Clerk read Resolution 98-6 (A Resolution of the Lafayette City Council proposing the 
Adoption of an Ordinance of the Tippecanoe County Income Tax Council) by title only for first 
and final reading.  Councilman Fisher moved for passage, Councilman Downie seconded.  
Mayor Heath stated that this proposal would suspend the income tax and proceed with the 
landfill cleanup.  The Mayor stated that in correspondence that was received from the Indiana 
Department of Environmental Management (IDEM), IDEM acknowledged receipt of the offer 
that was made by the Tippecanoe Environmental Response Board (Board) dated January 29, 
1998.  Mayor Heath stated that IDEM considers this a good faith offer that resulted in an 
extension of the moratorium on remedial action for another 60 days that will end on March 30, 
1998.  The Mayor stated that IDEM and the Board must have a signed enforceable consent 
decree by March 30, 1998, otherwise the US EPA will assume the role of the lead agency for 
these negotiations.  Councilman Campbell asked if the decree were not signed would the cleanup 
be taken out of IDEM’s hands.  Mayor Heath stated that IDEM would no longer be the lead 
agency.  The Mayor also referred to the lawsuit filed as Hoovler vs. the State of Indiana.  The 
Mayor stated that the lawsuit was received by the Supreme Court and that the petition was 
denied.  Mayor Heath stated that the county needed to move on with the landfill cleanup.  
Councilman Meyer asked if the authority of the Board should be limited to the amount that is 
currently in the fund.  Mayor Heath replied that the costs cannot be anticipated and any money 
remaining in the fund after the cleanup will be dealt with according to Indiana law.  Discussion 
ensued.  Councilman Probasco, member of the Board, stated that the overall goal of the Board is 
to close the landfill as rapidly, economically, and cost effectively as possible.  Councilman 
Fisher stated that the landfill needs to be closed.  Councilman Meyer asked how giving authority 
to the Board can help the legal standing of the tax.  Tony Benton, Board Attorney, stated that this 
proposal takes the authority away from the Tippecanoe County Treasurer and Auditor.  Jeff 
Symmes, 449 Littleton Street, West Lafayette, spoke in opposition to the Resolution.  Resolution 
98-6 passed 7-0 on a roll call vote. 
 
There being no further business to come before the Council, Councilman Campbell moved to adjourn,  
Councilman Probasco seconded.  The motion passed by unanimous Voice Vote.  Time being 7:22 p.m.   
 
Minutes prepared by Lisa Decker, City Clerk. 


